ETCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

I hereby give notice that an Extraordinary Meeting of Etchingham Parish Council will take place on
Wednesday 9" December at 7.30pm via Zoom and you are hereby summoned to attend.

Topic: My Meeting EGM
Time: Dec 9, 2020 07:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85111703176

Meeting ID: 851 1170 3176

Clir John Barnes (Chairman Etchingham Parish Council)

(Members are reminded to make any declarations of interests prior to the appropriate agenda item)

AGENDA:
1. Apologies for absence
2. Declarations of Interest - To receive any disclosure by Members of any interests in matters on the

agenda in accordance with Paragraph 3u of the Etchingham Parish Council Standing Orders. Members
are reminded of the need to repeat their declaration immediately prior to commencement of the item in
question.(Please refer to NALC LTN 80, March 2017 ‘Members’ Conduct and the registration of disclosure
of their interests (England)’ and Guide for Councillors — March 2017- Dept. for Communities & Local
Government).

Etchingham Parish Council — Dispensations - to consider any requests for Dispensations in respect of any
agenda item in accordance with the Policy adopted by Council at the meeting held on 17" May 2018
(Minute 1759 a — page 323) as provided for by Paragraph 13 of the Etchingham Parish Council Code of
Conduct, adopted May 2018.

Chairman’s Announcements — to receive any announcements or information from the Chairman
presiding.

To consider the Relocation of the ‘Church Lane’ Westward bound bus stop, receive comments from the
residents and Resolve the response to ESCC Highways.

Etchingham Parish Council — Notification to Members of Council decisions - To inform any Members who
were excluded from the meeting because of declared pecuniary interests, of the decisions agreed by

Council in respect of the relevant agenda item.

Paulette Barton — Clerk to Etchingham Parish Council
3" December 2020
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19" November 2020

Dear Parish Clerk,

Relocation of ‘Church Lane’ Westbound Bus Stop

East Sussex County Council is proposing to relocate the ‘Church Lane’ westbound bus stop
approximately 35m east.

Why are we doing this?

The present location of the bus stop is within a controlled parking zone where parked
vehicles often prevent the bus from pulling off the road into the safety of the layby.
Relocating to the boundary line between The River House & De Etchingham House on the
section of existing double yellow lines will help reduce accident risk and provide bus drivers
with a clear stretch of road on which to stop.

The photograph below is marked with a red arrow highlighting the present location of the bus
stop. The proposed location is 35m east, marked with a red flag.

eastsussex.gov.uk



The photograph below is marked with a red arrow highlighting the proposed relocation from
the Wealden Cake Company shop to the boundary line between The River House & De
Etchingham House.

The bus stop pole would be tubular steel finished in black, approximately 2.4m at its highest
point.

| would be grateful for your comments please by phone or in writing no later than 18"
December 2020.

If you do not have any comments, there is no need to respond.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Smith

Public Transport Officer

T: 01273 335075/ 335080

E: public-transport.pts@eastsussex.gov.uk




Subject: PROPOSED RELOCATION OF 'CHURCH LANE' WESTBOUND BUS
STOP
27" November 2020

Dear All

Please find below copy of my email 25/11/70 setting out my objection to the above on
the grounds that | strongly believe relocation of the bus stop will create an increased
risk of accidents compared to the current situation.

| would be grateful if you could provide me with opportunity to comment on the draft
Parish Council response to these proposals to ensure that this opinion if fully and
fairly represented.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Best Regards

25" November 2020
Dear Mr Smith

Further to receipt of your recent letter dated 19 November 2020 as a resident of
Etchingham | object to the relocation of the bus stop as proposed. | believe the
proposed location introduces a greater risks of accidents for the following reasons;

Existing Bus Stop Location
The existing bus stop provides the following benefits;

- An existing layby that allows buses to safely pull off the carriageway and avoiding
conflict with traffic.

- A location which provides good forward visibility for westbound and eastbound
vehicles.

- A location close to the station allowing legible and ready passenger transfer from
the adjacent rail station for onward travel.

The reasons given for relocating of the bus stop do not fully appreciate the local
context and are a result of the controlled parking zone designation and not the
location of the bus stop. Potentially reviewing the controlled parking zone and
effective enforcement should be considered as a preferable solution in the first
instance.

Proposed Bus Stop Location

The proposed location for the bus stop has a number of substantial issues as follows;



- For westbound traffic the location of the proposed bus stop would be unsighted until
a location approximately level with the existing bus stop. This is not clear from the
second image provided in your letter which shows a favourable view from the
opposite side of the road compared to the restricted view for westbound vehicles.
Currently westbound traffic (often travelling in excess of the speed limit) frequently
has to rapidly decelerate to navigate the existing on-street parking already located
further to the west of De Etchingham House and the proposed on-road bus stop. This
therefore presents an increased accident risk.

- When in use the proposed on-street bus stop would require westbound traffic to
stop and back-up behind the bus or pull out blindly into the face of oncoming
eastbound traffic. This therefore presents an increased accident risk.

- Eastbound traffic is frequently constrained by westbound traffic due to the existing
on-street parking outside the St Mary’s Church. When in use westbound traffic
backed-up behind a parked bus would prevent movement in either direction.

The introduction of an on-road bus stop, when in use, would require residents of The
River House and De Etchingham House to make unsighted, blind turns out of their
respective driveways. This is currently the case as vehicles commonly park on the
double yellow lines outside The River House, due to a lack of effective enforcement.
A bus stop in this location would exacerbate this problem and increase the accident
risk.

For the above reasons | strongly believe the proposed bus stop location presents
greater accident risks than the current situation and | would ask you to reconsider the
proposed relocation.

Potential Alternative Solution

If the controlled parking zone designation at the existing bus stop cannot be reviewed
a more ambitious proposal should be considered in line with current public transport
thinking and policy. Etchingham station has extensive car parks which are mostly
underutilised. This situation is likely to continue in the light of Covid-19 and a move to
increased home working. Therefore the opportunity existing to locate a bus stop
facility within the existing car park footprint (as demonstrated by the existing bus
service and rail replacement uses). This would create a transport hub within
Etchingham providing passenger convenience and remove the accidents risks
highlighted above. While | appreciate that this would require a greater level of
resources than the proposed ‘quick-fix’ solution, the long-term benefits would be
greater and avoid negating one potential accident risk by introducing potentially
greater accident risks.

| would welcome your thoughts and look forward to receiving your response.
Best Regards

This e-mail was sent from the contact form on Etchingham Parish Council
(http://etchinghamparishcouncil.org.uk)



http://etchinghamparishcouncil.org.uk/
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